
A Tribute to Warren Walters 

 

 
Warren Walters planting a tree in front of the 
Masonic Lodge on his 80th birthday. 

 "He is a very colorful person and an asset to the 
Historical Society," this, as said by Vera Slaby who is 
the Director at the Old Courthouse Museum, is a great 
statement about Warren Walters. Warren is a life long 
resident of Durand and has enlightened us on his life 
through his memories. 

 " I have known Warren ever since we moved out on 
Hwy. 85 and he has always been very kind and 
generous. When I look back to when I was younger I 
used to ride bike all the time. Warren would be 

outside and flag me down seeing if I needed my bike tires pumped up. In 
the summer, when the Shrine Circus was going on, Warren would always 
find a way to get my brothers and me to it, since he was a Shriner. Every 
Christmas he and his wife, Helen come over with gifts for the whole family," 
as stated by Beth Zika. 

 On April 14th, 1910, Warren Walters was born 
in Oak Grove on a farm right off of Hwy. 85. His 
mother was a school teacher and his father was 
a college graduate who later became a farmer. 
The picture to the right shows the farm he 
himself grew up on and later owned. He had 
wonderful memories of his childhood, stating 
that his parents were," the best in the world." 
He had four brothers and two sisters. He was 
the second youngest and spent lots of time 
with his older brother Kenneth who made a big 
impact on the young lad's life. Kenneth gave 
tips on his hunting, fishing and wood cutting 



skills. To this day, he still enjoys these hobbies. As he was growing up his 
parents were his role models. He would never have called them Old Man or 
the Old Lady. He showed them respect and this was important to family 
values. 

To him family has changed over the years due to the fact that so many are 
working that it is hard for the children and families to be together. His dad 
always joined in on everything while he was growing up and even up to his 
70's he would participate when they would play ball or games. When 
Warren grew up, his family consisted of a wife and three children, 2 girls 
and 1 boy. Also he has had 15 foster children whom he has raised and cared 
for throughout his life. 

As a youngster, Warren attended Oak Grove Elementary school up until 
sixth grade and later finished his other years off at Durand High School. 
After school Warren was an electrician for three years and then began 
farming with his dad. In 1931 he bought the farm from his father and 
remained a farmer until he was fifty years of age. After that he worked in 
many occupations. For three years he was a carpenter, another three years 
he was a road construction worker, and then a small engine repairman for 
two years. He served on the Pepin County Board for thirty years. Warren 
has contributed to the entire county by serving on this Board. His 
continuous re-election shows how the the people of the area regard him. 
He is also a Charter Member of the Board of Directors for Pepin County 
Historical Society. He has dedicated a lot of his time helping at the Old 
Courthouse Museum. 

Vera Slaby, the Old Courthouse Museum director,describes Warren as a 
colorful person who delights in the museum, which he takes an active 
participation in. He has donated many items to the museum, such as a 
straw hat that mules used to wear, a manual vacuum cleaner that looks like 
a straw, a little child stroller with a little yellow umbrella on top that he had 
as a child, and clothing, like a jacket he wore as an infant. He delights in the 
museum and enjoys showing children the jail at the Old Courthouse 



Museum. On Law Day he likes to help the youngsters 
with the mock trials and even stops in on the days he 
doesn't have to be there. One memory he had is 
when his mother took him and his siblings they had 
to have their hands in their pockets or behind their 
backs. Looking at the children with their hands 
behind their backs brought a chuckle to everyone. He 
is always full of interesting stories and eager to tell 
them. The photo on the left shows a newspaper 
clipping from the "Courier Wedge" of Warren (third 
from the left) attending a board meeting at the 
Courthouse in Durand. 

For instance, on his 87th birthday he was scheduled 
to give a presentation about Main Street Durand on how he remembered it 
used to be. He was told by Vera he shouldn't have to do it on his birthday 
and replied, "Oh yah, I'll do it." So for a surprise they sang him Happy 
Birthday and handed out cookies donated by Subway. 

Warren was one of the citizens of Durand interviewed by Channel 13 for 
the Our Town segment. He is well respected and has lived through a great 
portion of the history of Durand. He told the story about the fire of 1881 
and how the stores threw their items on into the river. Later some of the 
merchandise was rescued. 

Overall, Warren Walters has provided many services to Durand's past and 
continues to help in the future. We felt he deserved a page dedicated to 
him because we know he deserves credit for he is living history of Durand. 

 
Credits: Vera Slabey: Director of Old Courthouse Museum 

Our Town Durand Video: found in Durand Community Library 
Personal interview with Warren Walters by: Anna Rinholen and Beth Zika 

The "Courier Wedge": a photo of Warren at a Board Meeting (Sept. 16, 1999) 
 


